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Wiring Colors for MerCruiser
BIA COLOR CODE AND ABBREVIATIONS WHERE USED

BLACK (BLK) All Grounds

BROWN (BRN) Reference Electrode-MerCathode

ORANGE (ORN) Anode Electrode-MerCathode

LIGHT BLUE/WHITE (LIT BLU / WHT) Trim- ”Up” Switch

GRAY (GRY) Tachometer Signal

GREEN/WHITE (GRN  / WHT) Trim -”Down” Switch

TAN (TAN) Water Temperature Sender to Gauge

LIGHT BLUE (LIT BLU) Oil Pressure Sender to Gauge

PINK (PNK) Fuel Gauge Sender to Gauge

BROWN/WHITE (BRN / WHT) Trim Sender to Trim Gauge

PURPLE/WHITE (PUR / WHT) Trim-”Trailer” Switch

RED (RED) Unprotected Wires from Battery

RED/PURPLE (RED / PUR) Protected (Fused) Wires from Battery

RED/PURPLE (RED / PUR) Protected (+12V) to Trim Panel

ORANGE (ORN) Alternator Output

PURPLE/YELLOW (PUR / YEL) Ballast Bypass

PURPLE (PUR) Ignition Switch  (+12 V)

YELLOW/RED (YEL / RED) Starter Switch to Starter Solenoid to Neutral Start
Switch
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Wiring Diagrams

3.0L Engine Wiring Diagram (Breaker Points Ignition)

50726

CHOKE

SHIFT
INTERRUPT

SWITCH

ALTERNATOR

OPTIONAL AUDIO
WARNING 

WATER 
TEMPERATURE HEAT

SWITCH

WATER
TEMPERATURE

SENDER

OPTIONAL OIL
PRESSURE

SWITCH

TERMINAL
BLOCK

ENGINE
GROUND

 GROUND STUD ON
ENGINE FLYWHEEL

HOUSING
 GROUND SCREW ON

INNER TRANSOM
PLATE

 CIRCUIT
BREAKER

STARTER SLAVE
SOLENOID

TRIM
SENDER

OIL PRESSURE
SENDER



WIRING DIAGRAMS - 4E - 390-816462  2-695

3.0L/3.0LX Engine Wiring Diagram (DDIS Ignition)
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3.0L/3.0LX Engine Wiring Diagram (EST Ignition)
NEW

STYLE
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BOTTLE

NOTE 1: Audio Warning System Standard On 3.0LX Models

NOTE 2: Gray lead for use with service tachometer.

A - Ignition Components
B - Starting , Charging  and Choke Components
C - Audio Warning System Components
D - Instrumentation  Components


